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The Brisbane City Council says it is playing  
it safe by warning residents to prepare for the 
possibility of street flooding around the city 
today.

The council says water releases from Wivenhoe dam 
and an expected high tide could lead to flooding in at 
least seven suburbs, including Albion, Bowen Hills, 
Newstead, Windsor, Milton, Norman Park and East  
Brisbane.

Brisbane City Council officers are out in force this morning advising motorists not to park in low-lying streets 
because of the risk of flooding.

The Coronation Drive bikeway in Brisbane’s CBD may also be closed during the expected peak around 2:30pm 
(AEST).

Councillor Peter Matic says there is a real risk roads in Brisbane will be inundated.

“Based on the modelling that we’ve done and the information that SEQ Water has provided us on how much 
it’s going to release, our modelling has indicated that there could be a risk of some local street flooding this 
afternoon when the high water mark hits at 2.36 pm,” he said.

This morning, weather bureau senior hydrologist Peter Baddley said the bureau supported the council’s advice.

“The council is quite right in exercising caution about it’s lowest lying areas with high tides,” he said.

“It is just possible localised flooding in those areas - not a guarantee of that - and better to err on the side of 
caution.”

However last night, the weather bureau played down the risk of flooding in low-lying parts of Brisbane.

It said although there would be higher than normal tides, the bureau’s computer modelling suggested it was 
unlikely to cause problems in Brisbane.

Weather bureau flood hydrologist Jeff Perkins said last night the council was over-reacting.

“We haven’t put out a flood warning because our modelling is showing that it won’t get to the minor flood levels 
at the Brisbane City gauge,” he said.

All Brisbane City Cat and ferry services have been cancelled today because of debris in the river.
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Water pours down the spillway at Wivenhoe Dam west of Brisbane. 
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