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WATER storages across the nation are 
at their highest levels in years.

But pressure remains on the states to keep 
building multi-billion-dollar desalination 
plants.

As dam levels in Brisbane near capacity, the 
Queensland Water Commission yesterday 
warned against a delay in the construction of two desalination plants.

Premier Anna Bligh last November said the plants would be built to drought-proof the state’s southeast region by 
2017.

At the time, the main reservoir servicing the region, Wivenhoe Dam, was 66.3 percent full.

The commission’s annual report, released yesterday, warned that another severe drought would sap the fast-
growing region’s water supplies.

The commission urged the government to begin building the desalination plants in 2014.

The recommendation came as many of the nation’s biggest dams near capacity. Reservoirs serving Brisbane 
have risen from 74.8 percent to 98.1 percent during the past year.

Heavy rainfall across the eastern states has seen dam levels rise in every capital city, except Sydney. In 
Melbourne, reservoirs have risen to five-year highs after reaching 47.2 percent of capacity. In June last year, they 
had fallen to an all-time low of 25.6 percent.

Melbourne Water supply manager John Woodland said storage levels were still low compared with pre-drought 
levels.

Adelaide and Canberra have benefited the most from recent rains. Adelaide’s dam levels swelled from 81.9  
percent to 91.5 percent last month.

During the same period, water levels in Canberra’s storages increased from 65.3 percent to 79.2 percent. 
Sydney’s reservoirs have fallen by just 0.2 per cent to 57.7 percent during the past year.

Perth has experienced massive drops in its water supplies. After rising to 51.9 percent of capacity a year ago, 
supplies in the west have fallen to 29.3 percent as of last week. Darwin’s water supplies fell slightly to 80.9 
percent, while Hobart has remained full.
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